
Launch your career in Mining
In collaboration with Rio Tinto, North Metropolitan TAFE (NMTAFE) is 
offering a fully funded Certificate II in Surface Extraction Operations for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

This nationally recognised qualification provides the knowledge and 
practical skills needed for entry-level roles in the mining industry. Upon 
completion, students will be well-positioned for entry level employment 
opportunities in WA’s mining sector.

Exclusive industry experience with Rio Tinto
As part of this course, students will take part in two immersive site visits to 
Rio Tinto’s Pilbara operations, each involving two overnight stays.

These visits offer:
•	 A behind-the-scenes look at a Rio Tinto geological drilling operation
•	 Insights into environmental management and land rehabilitation practices
•	 The chance to meet and speak with Rio Tinto leaders and team members
•	 A stay in a Rio Tinto FIFO camp – experience life on site!

Students who complete this qualification will 
have developed skills in:
•	 Basic mining health and safety issues including risk processes and 

isolation and tagging
•	 The ability to communicate effectively in a mining environment
•	 The ability to identify and assess environmental and heritage concerns
•	 Understand and demonstrate sustainable work practices 
•	 Take routine samples
•	 Maintain and operate a 4-wheel drive vehicle

While this course cannot guarantee employment, successful completion 
will position you strongly with a pathway into entry level roles in the 
mining sector and valuable connections with Rio Tinto.

Entry requirements
•	 Indigenous candidates
•	 C class Driver’s License (Manual Preferred)

Rio Tinto site visit requirements
•	 Pass alcohol and other drugs (AOD) test 
•	 Minimum 18 years old by 8 August 2025
•	 Able to attend 2 site visits including multiple nights away

Locations
•	 North Metropolitan TAFE, East Perth Campus 

140 Royal Street
•	 Rio Tinto mine sites and External RTO sites

Expression of interest

1.	

Additional training by NMTAFE
•	 Health and wellbeing
•	 Money management
•	 Tutoring and Resume

Fees 
Rio Tinto will cover all course fees, clothing, and other relevant equipment.

Important dates
•	 Applications close: 25 June 2025
•	 Information session: 30 June 2025
•	 Class dates: 23 July 2025 to 12 December 2025
•	 Class schedule: Tuesday 8:00 am - 1:00 pm and Wednesday to Friday 

8:00 am - 4:00 pm

For further information
Email: Richard.Watson@nmtafe.wa.edu.au

To register your interest scan the QR code

Certificate II in Surface Extraction Operations
RII20220
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